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Welcome to 
Lowell, Indiana 


A Hometown 
Place in the Heart 


Lowell, population 6430, is a dis- 
tinctive, small town where evidence 
abounds of its pioneer roots as well as its 
proximity to metropolitan areas. Upon his 
return from the gold fields in California, 


"Lowell feels like home, Melvin A. Halsted founded Lowell in 1852. He 
built a flour mill which was pivotal to the economy of south Lake 
no matter how. long You Ve County. He also built a church and a school, as well as his own home 
ae fr which still stands today. In 1881, the first scheduled trains ran on 


the railroad Halsted helped bring to Lowell. Melvin Halsted's invest- 
ment in Lowell, along with his family's desire to build a friendly com- 
munity, led to prosperity and growth. The Halsted legacy is evident 
today as citizens work together to keep Lowell a family community. 


Many nineteenth century buildings and homes still grace Lowell. 
reminding residents of south Lake County's lively history. Annual 
events celebrating the area's past and future include the oldest Labor 
Day Parade in Indiana, an antique auto show, Oktoberfest and 


” a Buckley Homestead Days. Other activities such as ice cream socials, 
‘Lawell is a family friendly 


art festivals, and park recreation programs draw people together. 
small town in a mnral setting. 


Local specialty shops, supermarkets, restaurants, retail shops, 
banks, and medical and dental clinics provide for daily needs. Major 
shopping centers are within twenty miles. Also close at hand is the 
Star Plaza Theatre, the performance home of the Northwest Indiana 
Symphony and stage for a variety of big name entertainment. 


With Chicago less than an hour away, Gary-Hammond thirty 
minutes, and Lafayette seventy miles, many residents combine city 
employment with small town or country living. Many families enjoy 
the rural life on small acreages with horses or other farm animals. 


A large variety of recreational opportunities are right at the 
doorstep of south Lake County. Residents enjoy boating, fishing, and 


skiing on local lakes and golf on both public and 
private courses. Lowell's six city parks offer light- 
ed tennis courts, basketball courts. baseball fields, 
and a children's fishing pond. For cross country 
skiing, boating, fishing, or hiking, residents can 
choose between ten Lake County parks or the 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore on Lake 
Michigan, an hour away. The 950 acre Grand 
Kankakee Marsh along the historic Kankakee River 
and Buckley Homestead, a living history farm, are 
two of the most unusual county parks. 


Lowell community members are active in a 
variety of local organizations including the 
Chamber of Commerce, Lions, Rotary. VFW, 
American Legion, Grange, Jaycees, various frater- 
nal organizations, Women’s Club, Junior Women’s 
Club, Friends of the Library, Civic Club, Historical 


Halsted House 


Society, and Tri Kappa. 


The Lowell Public Library houses 43,000 vol- 
umes and provides daily access to 500,000 more. 
Because of its proximity to more than a dozen col- 
leges and universities, Lowell residents can find 
institutions of higher learning within thirty min- 
utes of home. 


Lowell residents enjoy a safe communty in an 
attractive rural setting, but lack none of the 
amenities of suburban living. Also, residents have 
excellent fire and police protection and have pro- 
fessional emergency services. A rewarding. 
enriched life awaits all who choose Lowell as their 


hometown. 


Community 
Profile 
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Population SOUTH BEND 80 miles 
DES MOINES 


Lowell 340 miles 
1990 census--6430 
1980 census--5827 


Under 18 years of age: 
2078 or 32.3% 


VALPARAISO 


FT. Wayne 150 miles 
Over 65 years of age: 


637 or 9.9% 


| LOWELL 


Family households: 69% 


LAFAYETTE 70 miles 


Lake County 
1990 census--490,330 


ILLINOIS 
INDIANA 


Estimate of Lowell's retail 
trading area: 700,000 people 


INDIANAPOLIS 120 miles 


LOUISVILLE 235 miles 


Education 
School enrollment: 3070 
Graduating seniors 
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TERRE HAUTE 140 miles 
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Government 


Lowell is incorporated as a 
Town, with an area of 4.5 
square miles and is governed 
by a five member town council 
elected every four years. The 
council hires a professional 
Town Manager to serve as the 
administrative head. Town 
government also includes a 
Plan Commission, a Board of 
Zoning Appeals, an Economic 
Development Commission, and 
a Park Board appointed or 
hired by the council. The 
Clerk-Treasurer, who serves as 
the fiscal officer, is elected to a 
four year term from the town 
wards. 


Police and Fire 

Lowell has an eleven 
member police department 
with eight vehicles. The volun- 
teer fire department has thirty- 
one members. Equipment 
operated by the fire depart- 
ment includes three engines, 
two tankers, a rescue truck. 
grass fire truck, and one car. 
The community has 911 
Emergency Service. 


Business Overview 

In addition to local banks, 
dentists, physicians and attor- 
neys, Lowell has many retail 
establishments. Several 
industries employ a total of 
over three hundred. Forty ser- 
vice-oriented businesses, a 
dozen wholesale traders, and 
over eighty retail traders make 
up the business mix. 


Spee 


Taxes 

The Lowell area encompass- 
es three townships: West Creek, 
Cedar Creek, and Eagle Creek. 
Lowell lies within West Creek 
and Cedar Creek. No municipal 
sales tax may be imposed, nor 
does Lake County impose a 
county income tax. 


State income tax: 3% personal 
tax on adjusted gross. 

State retail sales tax: 5% (food 
and prescription drugs exempt). 


Lowell Property tax 1992 : 
Within West Creek: $17.30 
Within Cedar Creek: $17.30 


Property tax abatements must be 


approved by the town council. 
Property taxes on rehabilitated 
or newly constructed structures 
in certain areas can be reduced 
for a period of ten years. 


Lowell Town Hall 


Property taxes on new 
manufacturing equipment can be 
reduced for five years. 


Housing Units 

Lowell provides a variety of 
residential options. The charm of 
the older streets appeals to those 
who enjoy restoration homes. For 
families looking for newer houses 
or wishing to build, there are 
platted subdivisions and planned 
unit developments, as well as 
land adjacent to town available 
for development. 

Some families thrive on 
small acreage country living with 
large gardens and farm animals 


1990 census: 2184 units 
Home values: 


$50,000 to $99.999--1088 units 
Rental: $250 to $499--370 units 


Schools, 
the backbone of any 
hometown, are a measure of a 
community's commitment to the 
future. They become a focal point for 
family life as well as provide cultural 
and sporting events for everyone. 


Education 


Lowell families are served by Tri-Creek School 
Corporation and two parochial schools, Lowell 
Baptist Schools and St. Edward School. All three 
systems stress their commitment to providing a 
supportive learning environment. Many students 
live within walking distance of their school, giving 
families all the benefits of easy access to school 
facilities and activities. 


Tri-Creek School Corporation serves students 
from three townships totaling 18,000 residents. 
Oak Hill, Lake Prairie, and Three Creeks elementary 
schools share a combined enrollment of about 
1,325 students in grades kindergarten through 
fifth. The language arts, mathematics, and science 
curricula are complemented by participation in 
physical education, art and music instructed by 
teaching specialists in these areas. Elementary 
education stresses the development of the child as 
an individual with unique needs and potential, as 
well as acquisition of specific knowledge and skills. 


Middle school students receive a unique junior 


Three Creeks Elementary School 


high school experience at Lowell Middle School 
which follows a school-within-a school plan. This 
grouping allows teachers get to know their students 
very well. This attention helps guide students to 
academic and social success. 


Lowell High School students enjoy a wealth of 
academic, vocational, and athletic opportunities 
including advanced placement courses. The excel- 
lent facilities serve an enrollment of over 950 stu- 
dents and include a theater-in-the-round, music, 
art, and business centers, and an athletic complex. 
The school library contains 10,300 volumes, two 
computer labs, and a media center. 


Lowell Baptist Schools, established in 1974, 
provide a Christ-centered education and works to 
develop high spiritual and moral standards. 
Students in grades kindergarten through twelfth 
follow a rigorous academic program based on pre- 
serving American heritage and Christian principles. 
Lowell Baptist Schools, enrollment of about 90, pro- 
vide team sports and cheerleading. 


St. Edward Catholic School, 
enrollment 140, serves students 
in grades kindergarten through 
sixth and provides a full day 
kindergarten option. The faculty 
strives to provide for the unique- 
ness of each child intellectually, 
emotionally, physically, socially, 
and spiritually to prepare the 
students for an active role in 
society and in the church. 


Lowell's public schools 
provide for a variety of 
needs and interests. The Tri- 
Creek Merit program 
provides challenges for 
academically able students, 
grades 3 - 12. Students with 
special needs are served by 
the Northwest Indiana 
Special Education 
Cooperative. The high 
school offers a curriculum of 
177 credits, including 
Advanced Placement 
Credits in chemistry and 
biology. Available at only 
two schools in Indiana, an 
Air Force R.O.T.C. program 
provides an introduction to 
the military. 


High School Report Card 


Administered by a Sister of 
Providence of St. Mary-of-the 
Woods, Indiana, St. Edward 
School is accredited by the State 
of Indiana. All teachers hold 
Indiana teacher's licenses. 


10% of all students enrolled in band 


Midwest record: LHS students win 
appointments to Military Academies four 
consecutive years 


State record: LHS students win seven 
appoinments to Indiana Academy for 
Science, Mathematics and Humanities 


Sixteen varsity sports offered: 
50% for girls, 50% for boys 


Growing honors program 


Colleges and 
Universities within 


Commuting Distance 

Universities: 

Calumet College, Whiting 

Governors State, University Park, 
IL 

Indiana University Northwest, 
Gary 

Purdue Calumet, Hammond 

Purdue North Central, Westville 

St. Joseph's College, Rensselaer 

Valparaiso University, Valparaiso 

Chicago institutions 


Technical/ Vocational: 

Commonwealth Business College, 
Merrillville 

Davenport College, Merrillville 

Gary Area Career Center 

Indiana Vocational Technical 
College, Valparaiso, Gary 

MCCI-Medical & Computer 
Clerks Institute, Portage 

Purdue Calumet, Hammond 

Sawyer Business College, 
Hammond 

Travel Academy of the Dunes 
Chesterton 

Wide World School of Travel 
Valparaiso 

Various beauty colleges 


Graduate Schools: 

Calumet College 

Indiana University Northwest 
Purdue Calumet Campus 
Valparaiso University 


Major Institutions 


within 200 miles 
Butler Universiy 

Ball State 

DePauw University 
Indiana University 
Notre Dame 

Purdue University 
University of Indiana 
Wabash College 


Community 
Services and 
Activities 


Lowell 
is acommunity where 
people put down roots 
because Lowell has what 
is needed for full growth 
as an individual, family, 
business, or industry. 


Churches 
Protestant, 12; Catholic, 1 
Library 
Lowell Public library, 42,000 
volumes with daily access to 
500,000 
Newspapers 
Lowell Tribune, a weekly 
The Post-Tribune 
The Hammond Times 
Chicago newspapers 
Television and Radio 
All Chicago stations 
U.S. Cable, N.W. Indiana CATV 


WZVN (FM) Lowell 
WWUY (FM) Crown Point 
WONU (FM) Kankakee, IL 
All Hammond, Gary and 

Chicago stations 


‘ There's real pride in home owenrship here. J evyey olte WMG 
the progress Wy neighhars we making uth their various 
projects te make Lowell an even more beautiful town," 


"We have the best of bath worlds here--count 7) and tulurban. 
My hids like being close te malls and entertainment. We all 
like owr large house and yard. We know our neightors." 


Parks and Recreation Programs 

Lowell residents have a wealth of possibilities for recreation and 
entertainment. Tennis, golf, picnicking around the fountain, winter 
ice skating, field games, or fun on playground equipment are right at 
hand in Lowell's town parks. The Parks and Recreation Department 
offers instruction in sports and crafts and sponsors youth programs 
and various community events such as the Community Halloween 
Weekend and the Senior Citizen Christmas Social. Trips to Chicago 
White Sox and Cubs games, Chicago museums, and excursions to 
other regional attractions give residents many outings. 


The Lowell community benefits tremendously from the Lake 
County Park system and from the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. 
forty-five miles north on Lake Michigan. Not only are golf. fishing. 
cross country skiing. swimming and boating available in the county 
parks, but several parks provide unusual natural environments. The 
Grand Kankakee Marsh County Park preserves extensive marshes and 
sloughs abundant with water fowl. Deep River County Park contains 
a meandering river environment. County parks also keep residents in 
touch with history. Buckley Homestead, a nineteenth century farm, 
hosts a variety of events including an annual Civil War reenactment. 
The Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial at Stoney Run County Park is an 
ideal spot for contemplation of our more recent history. 


At the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore opportunities abound 
for hiking, swimming, boating, cross country skiing and fishing within 
the 12,000 acre park which stretches fourteen miles along Lake 
Michigan. The National Park Service offers many programs related to 
nature and the environment. 


Community Health 

Five major hospitals are 
within eight to thirty-five miles of 
Lowell, St. Anthony's in Crown 
Point being the closest. Several 
physicians serve Lowell from the 
Lowell Medical Clinic and the Tri- 
Creek Medical Clinic. 


Dentists, optometrists, and 
chiropractors practice in Lowell. 
The Lowell Health Care Center 
and facilities in Crown Point serve 
extended care needs. 


The Lowell community has 
911 Emergency Service. Also, 


two certified mobile intensive care 


units are housed within the new 
fire station and provide twenty- 
four hour services by certified 
paramedics. 


Retail, Service, Banking 

The lively business commu- 
nity in Lowell provides citizens 
with most goods and services. A 
number of banks, attorneys, and 
about 250 businesses serve the 
Lowell Community. For sport 
and fitness, residents can find 
bowling alleys and health clubs 
locally. 


Trinity Lutheran Church 


Youth Opportunities 
"What can I do?” Lowell 
youth find there are plenty of 
answers to this question. In 
addition to the soccer league, 
and golf and tennis instruc- 
tion, the Lowell Park 
Department schedules youth 
activities such as baton 
twirling and a track and field 
meet. Eight weeks of summer 
camp keep young people busy. 


Parents looking for day 
care or after-school care find 
many options available at sev- 
eral daycare centers, nurs- 
eries, and preschools. 


Senior Opportunities 
Because the Lowell com- 
munity places high value on 
traditions and family living, 
Senior Citizens form an impor- 
tant part of the community. 


Senior Citizens looking for 
social events planned especial- 
ly for mature adults will find 
that the Lowell Park and 
Recreation Department offers 
a variety of special events and 
outings. The Lowell Seniors 
Club and groups associated 
with various churches also 
provide services and events. 
South Lake Community 
Services provides hot lunches 
each weekday at the Lowell 
Community Center. Also, a 
variety of holiday parties and 
daily activities take place at 
the Center. Senior transporta- 
tion is available. 


Transportation 
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Highways 

Lowell is located on 
Indiana State Route 2, two 
miles east of U.S. Highway 41, 
five miles west of Interstate 
Route I-65, and thirty-five 
miles south of the Indiana Toll 
Road. I-65 links the Midwest 
with the South, crossing 
through Indianapolis, the Ohio 
Valley, Louisville, Nashville, 
Birmingham, and Mobile. 
Route 41, a four-lane divided 
highway, is located just one 
mile west of Lowell, providing 
another important north-south 
transportation arterial. 
Twenty-five miles north of 
Lowell, both Route 41 and I-65 
tie into Interstate 80-94, the 
main east-west interstate high- 
way. 


Port Facility 

Lowell is within forty miles 
of the Port of Indiana, a major 
international port on Lake 
Michigan. Warehousing and 
paved and unpaved storage is 
available. All major truck lines 
serve both Lowell and the port. 
Rail service is provided inside 
the port to the dock and is tied 
to Conrail. 


Air Service 

Major airports: 

Chicago-O'Hare. 60 miles 
northwest 

Midway, 50 miles northwest 

Local airports: 

Lowell Airport, 5 miles 
southwest 

Lake Village. 11 miles south 

Charter service: 

Lowell Airport, 5 miles 
southwest 

Lake Village, 11 miles south 

Porter County Airport, 25 miles 
east 


Bus Service 

Weekday commuter service to 
Chicago, Hammond Yellow 
Coach lines 


Rail Service 

Freight: 

Lowell is served by CSX 
which has freight service 
on its Chicago to 
Cincinnati line. This 
helps make Lowell a 
multimodal distribution 
center. 


Passenger and 
Commuter: 
Amtrak--station al 
Hammond, 20 miles 
north 


South Shore. electric 
commuter line from 
Chicago to South Bend 
station at Indianapolis 
Blvd, East Chicago, 20 
miles north 


Negotiations are in 
progress to arrange fora 
commuter rail from 
Lowell to Chicago. 


Distances in Miles to 
Cities 


Chicago--45 
Des Moines--340 


Ft. Wayne--150 
Gary--20 


Hammond--20 
Indianapolis-- 120 
Lafayette--70 
Louisville--235 
Terre Haute--140 
South Bend--80 
Valparaiso--30 


A third major Chicago area 
airport may locate south of 
Chicago in the future. Any of 


the proposed sites will be conve- 
nient for Lowell community resi- 


dents and commerce. 


Utilities 


Water Service 

A municipal system serves 
the Town of Lowell from four 
wells with an average daily 
demand of 700,000 gallons. 
The pumping capacity is 
1,4000,000 gallons per day. 
The total hardness is 98 mg/1. 


Wastewater Service 

Municipal: by the Town of 
Lowell 

WWTP capacity 

Dry flow: 2.4 MGD 

Wet flow: 4.0 MGD 

Peak demand flow: 20.0 MGD 


Gas and Electric 

Northern Indiana Public 
Service Company supplies nat- 
ural gas and electric power to 
Lowell. The BTU content is 
1,000 per cubic foot. NIPSCO 
accepts new industrial and 
residential customers. 


Telephone Service 
Indiana Bell Telephone 
provides service to the area. 


Solid Waste Collection 


Private contractors 


Globe 


Industries 
Industry 
With its proximity Major Industries 
to east/west and north/south 
interstates. and its rail services and Globe Industries, automotive insulation, employs 

sis about 420. 

port services, Lowell meets the needs 
of many industries. Avery Products employs about 45. 

Lowell Industrial Park--sites available Gary-Hammond PMSA employment statistics, 

Size: 80 acres May 1990: 


Manufacturing--73,800 
Non-manufacturing-- 170,300 
Government--32,900 

Labor force available-- 16,750 


Zoning: B-3 Commercial, 20 acres 
I-1 Industrial, 30 acres 
R-4 Multi-family, 9.3 acres 
R-2 Single family, 20.7 acres 
Stage of development: Annexed, rezoned, 
developed. 
Utilities: Entire park will be developed into 
serviced lots--water and sewage. 
Access: One direct curb cut onto State Road 2 
at Westmeadow Drive. It is approximately 2.2 
miles east of State Highway 41. 


For more information about Lowell, please write or call: 


Lowell Chamber of Commerce Lowell Town Hall 
P.O. Box 303 512 E. Commercial Ave. 
Lowell, IN 46356 Lowell, IN 46356 
(219) 696-0231 (219) 696-7794 


Tri-Creek School Corporation 
690 S. Burr St. 
Lowell, In 46356 

(219) 696-6661 


Special Mention to: 


* Printing contribution by Koz's Quality Printing, Inc., Lowell, IN (219) 696-6711. 
* Photographic contribution by Stewards Photography, Lowell, IN (219) 696-2254. 


* Produced by the 1993 Lowell Chamber of Commerce Community Development 
Committee, in cooperation with the Lowell Mainstreet Association, Lowell 
Economic Development Commission and the People of Lowell, Indiana. 


COMMUNITY SERVICES 


SHOPPING 


FAMILY LIVING 


INDUSTRY 


